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“Dear Members,

The intervening period since our last newsletter hes been a busy
and rewarding one. Firstly, | am pleased to annoure that Mrs
Mindy Sutherland has agreed to assist us with liagn across the Ast
sociation and in particular with our widows and lan Mackay has
agreed to be our liaison officer with the 2/7th Batlion Association|
(NSW). This fine body of ageing warriors is now imeed of extrg
support and we immediately agreed to foster them ievery respect
| would also like to thank those members and theiwives and part-
ners who were able to attend the recent Vietham Mearial Re-
dedication held in Canberra recently. We had 125 ofis march in
our contingent which was close to the largest on pade. | particu-
larly enjoyed the Stand To Parade and our reunion dnks; it was
good to catch up with old comrades and to once agamark the
sacrifice of our mates who did not return. Lestve forget.

David”




SEARCH FOR 7 RAR COMMEMORATIVE SITES

During the 7 RAR Association Annual General Meetig held on 5
May at Penrith, it was decided that the Associatiorshould identify
and keep a list of the many memorials we have to dise of the
battalion who died in battle, (either individual or collective).
Pre-eminent of these is the Honour Roll itself whit | understand is
at the AWM and of course now at Binh Ba Lines in Dawin. When
this is done, we will be able to determine and refy where there
are gaps in the coverage of the commemoration of@dse who mad¢
the supreme sacrifice serving in 7RAR. In addition this
compilation will provide us all with a ready reference to the
roadside and larger memorials which have been eresd all around
Australia to commemorate our fallen comrades.

| have been given the task of assembling this inforation and to do|
this, | shall need your help. So, could you pleasamail ( snail mail
will be just as good) me with the details of the RAR commemora-
tive sites you have seen anywhere, within Australiar overseas.
need the best description of what exists, its lodah and the history
of how it came to be put where itis. A photograplor two would be
great., and my details are

Email: rossellis@optusnet.com.au

Postal Address: - 53/21 Biddlecombe Street
PEARCE
ACT 2607
With many thanks,

| remain, your obedient servant,

Ross Ellis




VIETNAM WAR MEMORIAL THE CHERRY TREE WALK NEEDS YOU R HELP.

BACKGROUND:-

The WALK project in 7 years has gone from a paper p  lan to establishinga mag-
nificent Monument on site, together with 200 trees planted. That Monument and
trees are dedicated to our Fallen from Vietnam. In  those 7 years the WALK has
captured the imagination, emotion and gratitude of thousands of Vietham Veter-
ans and their families, on both sides of the Pacifi ¢ Ocean with its promise. The
WALK is helping to heal some of the bitterness felt by many Veterans due to the
treatment they received when they returned to the w  orld after their service in
Vietnam.

THREAT:- | have found out, as this has been kept se  cret by certain members of
the local council for many months, that here in the Highlands a local Land Care
Group, read GREENIES, (when | find out who they are | will let you know) have
contacted Council to assert that Cherry Trees are guote "unsuitable" for this
area and want to plant native trees in the area set  aside by Council for the WALK
project. It this takes place it will prevent the WA LK from reaching its full poten-
tial. BTW the Council has backed the WALK from day one in support in many
ways, but the fact that there have been meetings is a worry?

BETRAYAL:- | believe that if the greenies are given  their way this would be a Be-
trayal of our Service, a Betrayal of the Memory of  our Fallen. The way the green-
ies proposal has been kept secret is not the Austra  lian way, if you have anything
to say about our service in Vietham stand up like a man and tell us face to face,

we did not back away from Serving our Country and w e will not back away from

scum who disrespect us. These greenies | believe ar e on a par with the maggots
who protested us during & after the war.

ACTION:- (1) Do not send this email to Council , only to your contacts,

The Councils email address, - WSCMail@wsc.nsw.gov.au

Subject:- ATTENTION MAYOR PHIL YEO, Let the Mayor k now who you feel about
anyone who attacks the Memory of our Fallenand a D  edicated Vietnam War Me-
morial.

(2) Send the main email to everyone of your Vietham  Veteran contacts and ask
them to email the Council. Please no violence and n o foul language!~!

(3) Send me a copy of all emails to council, rememb  er you don't have to send
just ONE.

Thanking you in advance, oink, tony 7RAR (PIGS) Vie tnam 70-71
VIETNAM WAR MEMORIAL

Cherry Tree Walk Homepage:-
http://aussievet7.homestead.com




FOR CHOCOHOLICS'!

This is pretty neat. This is cool chocolate math'8!!!

DON'T CHEAT BY SCROLLING DOWN FIRST!

It takes less than a minute....Work this out as yovead.

Be sure you don't read the bottom until you've worled it out!

This is not one of those waste of time things, itfein.

1. First of all, pick the number of times a week tht you would like
to have chocolate. (try for more than once but &s than 10)

2. Multiply this number by 2. (Just to be bold.)
3. Add 5. (for Sunday)
4. Multiply it by 50; I'll wait while you get the calculator....

5. If you have already had your birthday this yearadd 1752.... If
you haven't,add 1751....

6. Now subtract the four digit year that you were lorn.
You should have a three digit number .

The first digit of this was your original number (i.e., how many
times you want to have chocolate each week).

The next two numbers are .

THIS IS THE ONLY YEAR (2002) IT WILL EVER WORK, SO
SPREAD IT AROUND WHILE IT LASTS.




III

HEALING
The wounds
of warfare

in the tradition of Florence Night-

ingale,

Oatlands girl

Nell Espie

went on to be Australia’s top army
nurse, as KATHY GRUBE reports.

ASMANIA'S first female

army colonel, Nell Espis,

saw the best and worst of
war in the 29 years sha served as a
military nurse.

Colonel Espie, 76, served in Japan
then Korea, working to save the lives
of casualties in the first-ever United
MNations pesacekeaeping sffort.

She also did service in Malaya and
Vietnam, where she was matron of
the Australian Field Hospital in Vung
Tau.

She was awarded the rank of
colonel in 1976 and ratired as Army
Norsing Services Dhector in 1280.

“The navy was always known as

_the ent arm of the defence force. but
ibelieve the nurses are really the
silent ones,” Colonel Espie said.

Silent service

Colonel Espie, who lives at
Oatlands, grew up on a farm outside
Oatlands.

Her family had a history of military
service, her father and uncle having
sarved in World Warll.

She completed Hobart High School
and achieved results in the top 5% of
1he state, which alfowed her to go on
to nurse training.

Sne worked in a number of areas,
but it wasn’t until she met a nurse who
had worked in the World War I} that
she was inspired to ook into serving
herself.

“A sister who worked at the nurses”
hostel in Sydney,. whare | was
studying at the time, usead to tellus
stories about working while only a
couple of milas from the front lina,’
Cotlonel Espie said.

Front line

“VWe had great respect for her and
what she must have experienced
working in such harsh conditions and
with shells going off around the
hospital.™

After returming to Tasmania, Nell
decided to sign up for military service
after seeing advertisements calling for
nurses.

“1 was initially posted in New South
Wales in the intarim army, but when
Korea broke out [in 1950] they
immediately sent me to Japan to work
at the British Military Hospital.”

The Japanese base received
casualties airlifted out of Korea.

Bitterly cold

“ln 1952 | was sent over to Seoul to
carry cut emergency treatment of
soidiers before they were then senton
to Japan for further treatment,”™
Colonel Espie said.

“This was tha time whean they first
started to use helicopters to transporn
the wounded.

‘It got bitterly cold in Korea and the

soldiers used to make their own
home-made heater appliances, which
would often explode. We saw some
tarribie burns. But if they didn’t have
those heaters they would have died
from the coid.”

Despite saseing some horrific
injuries and enduring extreme heat
and cold in Korea, sthre remembers the
expearience fondly and tells stories
about the fun and Inspiring times,
including an incident where she was
assigned a room with a male soldier.

“The didn’t read my regimental
number carefully, which always has
an F in front of the number to indicate
thatl am a female.” she said.

Night to remember

“When i arrived at the base they
were very confused and didn’t know
where to put me up for the night.”

Another time Colonel Espie
remembers when the whoie hospital,
including patients, warked togetheaer to
care for 80 new casualties.

“One nightl was on duty in the
hospital with one other nurse and we
had been told 1o expect eight
wounded to be admitted that night.””
she said.

“We turned down 13 beds, thinking
justin case there were some extras.

“At T1pm they started to arrive and
I stood at the door to the lift, allocating
beds to the wounded.

“Some 30 men had been brought
into the hospital when | stopped and
asked how many more. A Scottish
wvoice from the stretcher before me
said "There’s a few dozen still down
there’.

“That night we admittad 80 soldiers.

wWe had te find them all something to
eat, which we only managed to do
because the other boys who were
already in the hospital got up out of
their beds to help distribute the food.

“It was a night | will never forget.”

Decorated

Another time Colonet Espie
remembers travelling on a ferry with
soldiars who ware returning to the war
zone.

1t was deadly silent as we travelled
towards Korea from Japan, each man
thinking about returning to the war.’

Colonel Espile sald the nurses were
always respected by the soldiers.

In her long career Colonel Espie
has received 12 decorations,
including the Order of Australia medal
and the Flaorence Nightingale Royal
Red Cross.

The Haobart Private Hospital
recently named its new Veterans’
Lounge the Colonsi Nell Espie -
Lounge in her honour.

‘It was
deadly
silent as

we
travelled
towards
Korea,
each man -
thinking
about
returning

to the

war.’




PHOTO OF NELL ESPIE TAKEN IN FRONT OF ANGLESEA
BARRACKS HOBART
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SEND REINFORCEMENTS

he men were in
their trenches,
The wind blew
bitter cold.
They reached a stalemate,
With the battle five days old.

The Commander sent a
message,
It was their only chance :

* SEND REINFORCEMENTS,
WE'RE GOING TO
ADVANCE’

The Captain took the message
And told it to his runner
Who quickly passed the mes-
sage on
To a slightly deafened gunner.

The gunner yelled the messagg
To signals on the hill,
Who semaphored it right away
To poor old cross-eyed Bill.

Bill wrote down the message

And ran with all his might.
Breathless he arrived at camp
And gave it to General Blight.

| —_

The General scratched his heag
As he read it to Corporal
Lance :

* SEND THREE AND FOUR-
PENCE,
WE'RE GOING TO A DANCE

‘CONSCRIPTS & REGULARS”

The association is holding around
200 copies of the above book. | If
anyone wants to purchase a copy
please contact the Exec Officer
and | will arrange the deliveny.
The cost is $40.00 per copy plus
around $8.00 postage and hah-
dling. Orders to the XO please.

Once they are all gone there wli
be no more available so if you afe
interested act promptly, send ydur
order to the Association addreps
as listed.

Tony Keech XO/ED




In Search Of

"Dear Geoff

I'm hoping you can help me - no one else seems ahié

My name is Sharon Harper (nee Scott) and through th Central
Army Records Office I've managed to piece togethesome of my
father's life. Mum has remarried and never spoke ohim as | was
growing up and what she did say conflicted greatlyith my gran's
ideas. Who to believe? | thought I'd try and contatsome of his
friends from the army, if God willing they are still alive and able to
talk/write.

He was with the 7 RAR in Vietnam. From what | can nake of this
he departed Sydney 8 April '67 and Disembarked Vungau for
Special Service Viet Nam (Southern Zone). He lefhere 9 April '68
but Special Service continued to 26 April 68. At Soe later stage he
changed over to 1 RAR.

His name was Private Terence Ronald Scott and higiwice number
was 38649.

Any help or direction you can give me will be gredy appreciated."
Please let me know any info you may have and I'llgss it on to her.
Thanks

Geoff Murray

WA Association 7RAR

Road Information Services Manager

Phone: (08) 9323 4579

Fax: (08) 9323 4629

Mail to:geoff. murray@ mrwa.wa.qov.au




REUNION 2003 WAGGA WAGGA

Well boys and girls we are go for our reunion in Wgga Wagga over th¢
period Fri 15 to Mon 18 Aug 2003. Details of accomadation and other
facilities for putting your head down are listed onthe following pages. With
the exception of the RSL Club Motel all accommodatin requests should b
made either using the form on page 11 or contact lueene King at the Waggg
Wagga visitor information centre on Ph 1800 100 122 please mention thaf
you are part of the 7RAR Reunion group.

1%

The Wagga RSL Club Motel**** : -

| have booked the Motel out for the period of our eunion from Friday 15
Aug to Sun 17 incl on behalf of the Association.f lyou wish to stay there al
you need to do is ring and tell them you are withhte 7RAR Association and
let them know what type of room you would like. Ifyou would like to vary
the dates for arrival and departure mention this wren you are making your
booking.

The Motel has the following accommodation available -

Executive Units 24 x standard units with Queen Bed $ 90 per night.
Executive Units 10 x Twins with two single beds $100 per night.
Executive Spa 7 x Spa units with Queen Bed $1pBr night.
Deluxe Spar 2 x Deluxe Spa with King Bed 1$0 per night.

There are also 2 x Twin Disabled units and 2 x Disded units with Queen
Bed.

This facility is connected to the RSL Club via an ecess door using your room
keycard. The facility is very new and the rooms & first class. The cluk
facilities are there for your use and it is walkingdistance to the shops an(d
centre of the city. As a well traveled person | carell you this is one of the
best facilities | have seen anywhere in the worldlf you want to book at the
RSL Club Motel Ph 1300 79 70 79, Fax (02) 6971 88ihky are also on th¢
web at the following: -

A4

www.waggarsl.com.au or Email: - waggarsiclubmai@bigpond.com

don’t forget to mention 7RAR reunion in all dealings with the Motel staff.
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7" Battalion Royal Australian Regiment

Association Reunion
15 — 18 August 2003

ACCOMMODATION BOOKING REQUEST

Please complete this form and return to: Any queries please call: Laurene King
Wagga Wagga Visitor Information Centre Tel: 02 6926 9623 / 02 6926 9621
Tarcutta Street, Wagga Wagga, NSW 2650 1800 100 122

Fax: 02 6926 9629
Email: kingl@wagga.nsw.gov.au

YOUR CONTACT DETAILS

Name

Address : Postcode
Telephone Fax Email

Mobile

YOUR ACCOMMODATION DETAILS

Number of Persons Arrival Date Departure Date

Please tick one of the below (or indicate how many units are required)

Single Double Twin Share Family Smoking Non Smoking

Please indicate your three preferences (see over for details)

Preference 1

Preference 2

Preference 3

CONFIRMATION AND DEPOSITS

Confirmation of your reservation, along with deposit requirements will be forwarded as soon as booking has
been processed. The standard deposit is equal to the first night’s tariff. If preferred you can provide credit
card or company details to guarantee reservation. (Please note, group bookings will incur higher deposit
requirements)

All bookings must be finalised by: (30 days prior to the event)

No refunds will be made after this date, unless at the operators discretion.

PRIVACY AND PERSONAL INFORMATION PROTECTION NOTICE: I acknowledge that the personal
information provided is collected for the purpose as stated on this document. Access is limited to use by
Council employees and other authorised persons. Supply of this information is mandatory and non-supply
will cause delay. The personal information will be stored in Council’s systems.

Noted: (Signature) Date

OFFICE USE ONLY

MOTEL BOOKED: TARIFF:

DEPOSIT AMOUNT REQUESTED: CONFIRMATION DATE:
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Wagga Wagga Visitor Information Centre, Tarcutta StWaqgga Wagga, NSW
2650

MOTELS

*Allonville *** % 29 units. Licensed Dinning, Pal. Single from $72 Double
Twin $82.80 Extra per $12.

* Ambassador**** 22 units. Pool, spa units. Singt from $105 double $115.
* Astor***&***15, 45 units. Dinning facilities. Si ngle from $77, Double $88
Deluxe units avail.’

Aust Homestead Wagga***%2 30 units. Lic Rest, PboSpa unit B&B Econ
Dbl $65 Std $79 Deluxe $89.

Boulevarde**** 22 units. Pool, spa unit. Singldrom $82 Dbl $90 Extra $1d
Sat, Sun & Pub Hols.

Burringa*** 15 units. All units self contained. Pool, Single from $66 Dbl $7]
extra person $10.

Carlyle****  Single/Dbl/Twin $108, Apartments avail P.O.A.

Carriage House****%%2 38 units. Lic Res, Pool, Tenis, Spa unit. Sin from
$117, Dbl $122.

*Centralpoint***%%2 14 units. All fully self cont. Sin from $80 Dbl $96 Twin
$98.

*Charles Sturt**** 30 units. Lic Res, Spa unit. 9n from $95 Dbl/Twin 105
extra person $12.

*City Park***%2 25 units. Sin from $59-69 Dbl $8-79 Family from $85-90.
*Club Motel*** 34 units (15 Dbl/3 Fam/15 Sin) Sn from $58 Dbl $68 Fan]
$90.

*Country Comfort**** 87 units. Lic Res, Pool, Spa units. Std units/Sin
Dbl/Twin from $101.

*Garden City***%2 30 units. Lic Res, Pool. Sin fom $83 Dbl $90 Twin $94.
*Golf View***%, 16 units. Pool, Tennis. Sin from$70 Dbl $80 extra persol
$11.

*Heritage**** 22 units. Sauna, Pool & Spa. Sinfrom $89 Dbl/Twin $99.
*Junction***%%2 19 units. Lic Res, Pool. Sin fran $67 Dbl $77 Twin $79.
Lincoln Cottage**** 22 units, 3 Villas. Pool, chld plygnd. Spa unit. Sin
from $85 Dbl $100.

*Mercury**¥2 26 units. Pool. Sin from $55 Dbl $& Twin $72.

Pavilion**** 45 units. Lic Res, Ind Pool, Spa unts. Sin/Dbl/Twin from $130.
*Prince of Wales***Y,2 32 units. Lic Res, Pool, Spanits. Sin/Dbl/Twin from
$99.

N

—4
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*RSL Club Motel**** See add page 10.
*Townhouse IntI****%% 37 units. Lic Res, Pool. SidDbl/Twin Deluxe units
from $126 Std $99.

HOTEL/HOTEL-MOTEL/G’HOUSE - B'PACKERS

Kooringal Hotel/Motel 7 units. Sin $45 Dbl from $55

Palm & Pawn (H/M)**Y 25 units. Sin from $49 DbI$59 extra person $10.
Red Steer (H/M) 11 units. Sin/Dbl/Twin from $60 Famunit from $77. Weekly
special $200.

*Romano’s Hotel*2 47 rooms. Sin from $35 Dbl fron $46. Ensuits avai
from $75.

*Tourist Hotel 8 rooms. Sin from $22 Dbl $33.

*Victoria Hotel 17 rooms (3 twins/3 dbls/11 sin) s $22 dbl $33.

Wagga Wagga Guesthouse - Dbl/Twin & Dormitory AccnTariff from $20.

B & B/ SERVICED APARTMENTS

Brae View (B&B) & Serv Apart Sin $85 Dbl $105 Apafi135, Weekly ratds
avail.

Country Charms (B&B) Sin $46 Dbl $60 (children welme)
Forget-Me-Not Cottage (B&B) (fully s/contained) Didfom $100, weekly ratgs
avail.
Jenny Wren (B&B - Uranquinty) Set on 20 acres, poglensuite room. Dbl $9(
Sin $84 Stables Avail/pets welcome.

*Lagoonside (B&B)***%2 Sin $88 Dbl $110 (includes aoon tea & fully
cooked breakfast).

Manor G/house (B&B)**¥2 Sin from $66 Dbl from $88 Bridal Suite $166
Exec Suite $132.

Millies (B&B & G/house) Dbl $85 Sin $65 including ontinental b/fast.
Milsand (B&B) Self contained unit Dbl $105 Sin $85Weekly rates avail.
Mowbray Cottage (B&B) Sin from $85 Dbl from $105.

Rose Parterre (B&B) Dbl $120 including fully cookedoreakfast.

Red Hill Lodge (B&B) Sin from $68 Dbl from $78 Ensute $98.

Silver Birch Cottages - Sin $90 Dbl $100 extra peos $15 (includes congt
breakfast).

Wagga Wagga Country Cottages**** 2b/r self cont wih spa Dbl from $105
(includes cont b/fast) extra person $22.

*Central Stay Lodge - 2 b/room aparts. Sin from $6, Weekly rates avail.
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Barney’s Retreat (Serv Home) 3b/room with office failities from $500 p/w
Macleay Street Apartments - 2 & 3 b/froom aparts. Db$115 extra person
$15, Weekly rates available.

Wagga Serviced Aparts**** 2 & 3 b/froom aparts. Tariff on request, Weekly
rates available.

Wagga Wagga H/day Aparts***&**** Tariff on request. 2 & 3 b/room aprts.
South Park (B&B Farm Stay) - Rural.

CARAVAN PARKS (Guests to provide own bedding - or archarge applies)

*Easts Van Park Riverview*** (39 ensuite cabins/14n site vans) Cabin
from $63.50 Db,

extra adult $9 child $3.30.

*Horseshoe Motor Village*** Ensuite cabin from $4950 per Dbl extra per-
son $5.50. Dogs on leads.

Wagga Beach Caravan Park - Standard cabin from $5beluxe $60 per Dbl
extra adult $9 child $3 Spa cabin $95.

Forest Hill Caravan Park - Cabins from $45 per nigh.

Carinya Caravan Park - Ensuite cabin $55.

Airport Caravan Park.

(* CLOSE TO WAGGA WAGGA, KAPOOKA & RSL CLUB)

For further information please contact the Wagga Waga Visitor Informa-
tion Centre on 1800 100 122, where staff will be gntoo happy to assist with
additional advice on where to stay, what to do inrad around Wagga Wagga
Please use tariffs as guide only - as tariffs areulgject to change at thg
operators discretion.

When making inquiries make sure you let the persoyou make contact with
know that you will be part of the 7RAR Association Reunion, ask for
Laurene King. If you have not returned the form from the last Seven New,
then please complete the form on page 16 and retuto me by 31 Decembe
2002. _As you will see by the information on the fo the Port Crock has
been deleted as there was little or no interest siva by the Wineries in
producing this item. For those who will be in the area early there i possi-
bility of a March out parade at Kapooka on Friday morning 15 August 2003
This cannot be confirmed due to the uncertainty ofecruiting intakes and the
programming of courses at Kapooka this far in advane.
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This article appeared in the local Wagga Wagga newsper as &g
result of a recon made to the area by David Kibbeyand Tony

Keech in May. Bob May is our local on the spot repo keep an ey¢
on thing for the Association.
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REUNION 2003 QUESTIONNAIRE
{ PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO THE XO BY 31 DEC 22}

Membership Number............ Platoon....... Coy....... Year.....ooceoounnn...
AGO S S . . ettt e e e e —————— e :
........................... Post Code............... Phone () ( ).cevveviiiiiiinn.
Email.......oooo i, (@

It is my intention to attend the Association reuniam in Wagga Wagga over the
period Fri 15 August and Monday 18 August 2003. Will be accompanied by
the following : -

T Shirt : - Size ...... Qty ...... Size......... Qty....Bush at : -Size....... Qty....... .

The cost of each article is not yet confirmed butorking on current prices ir
outside outlets would suggest the following wollld a reasonable figure to e
timate the cost : -

T Shirts $25 - $30. each; and
Bush Hats $10 - $15 each.

Please return the above formto: 7RAR ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 8143
WERRINGTON COUNTY
NSW 2747

OR
FAX (02) 4721 3772

OR
Email : - porkyseven@bigpond.com

S_
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BOOK ON “POMPEY ELLIOT"

There is a book on the market about “Pompey Elliot} the first CO
of 7 Battalion AIF (of Lone Pine fame), which is amust read for
any member of the “Seventh”. The book gives a grdpc insight
into the origins and character of the Seventh, whit was unerringly
like our own 7 RAR battalions in so many ways. lwas also inter-
esting to note that the 7 Battalion Association wafrst formed on

23 Mar 1925, and had over 600 march on ANZAC Day i year in
Melbourne.
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IN SEARCH OF!

Can anyone help with
information of service in 7RAR
(poss A Coy) during the perioc
between 21 Oct 1967 and 27 Nc
1967. “My Name is Denni$
James Denehey, my in countr
details are as follows : - Arrive
in SVN Mar 1967 1 ARU, April
to Sep 1ATF D & E Platoon,
Oct 67 to 21 Oct 1967 1ARU,
Oct 1967 to 27 Nov 1967 ?.
paperwork indicates that | wa
posted to 2 RAR during th
period 22 Oct 1967 to 27 No
1967, my recollection is that
was in 7 RAR in the Coy on th
road by the water point at th
western end of Luscombe field, |
think this was A Coy”.

\

-

If any member of 7RAR has any
recollection of this soldier

serving in 7 RAR please contadi

the editor via any of the mean:
shown.

Tony Keech XO/ED

PO Box 8143

WERRINGTON COUNTY

NSW 2747

Ph (02) 4721 4349

Fax (02) 4721 3772

Email :
porkysevev@bigpond.com

4

y As one by one, the roses burs;

-

| of our former comrades in arms

VALE

As one by one, the autumn leaves

fall in the forest deep.
So one by one, to each must co
the touch of sleep.

awake again beyond the light.
So one by one, the soul shall
awaken beyond the night.

It is with deep and sincere

sympathy that | report the death

Alan Alfred (Tubby) Gunson
SIG PI/C Coy 1st Tour

Passed Away Thu 25 Jul 2002 of

heart attack.

Allan (Aggy) White B Coy 65/66
Passed away 4 Sep 2002.

Joseph Mayfield 1st tour

ne

Passed away Sunday 29 Sep 2(02

from Cancer.

Lest we forget.
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New members/Re-enlistees since the last issue of&eNews

Robert John Curry
Lot 7 James Road
HAMEL WA 6215

Ph (07) 5496 7901 - PNRS 1st

Robert Norman Clinghan
36 Sunbird Crt
MOORINA QLD 4506
(08) 9733 2219 - PNBUS1 st

Email: frogswamp@bigpond.com

Peter David Mc Grath
212 Forest Road
GYMEA NSW 2227

Ph (02) 9524 9374 - ATK 1st
Email: gjacka@pahth.com.au

Robert JamesCharleston
7 Gaskin Avenue
HASTINGS VIC 3915

Ph (03) 5979 1922 - SIGS 1st

Email: wacker@nex.net.au

Frederick Inglis

67 Sydney Street
BAYVIEW HTS QLD 4868
Ph (07) 4054 1744 - A 1st
Email: chezzi@austarnet

Klaus Dieter Behrend
4/13-19 Oak Street
PRESTON VIC 3072

Ph (03) 9471 0310 - A3 1st

John Morris

62 Glen Innes Rd
EMMAVILLE NSW 2371
Ph (02) 6734 7147 - C 2nd

Gregory lan Jacka

4 Doctorate Close
MARANGAROO WA 6064

Ph (08) 9343 0482 - BUES 2nd

Stephen Bradley Madson
34 Linthorne Street
MINGENEW WA 6522

Ph (08) 9928 1605 -Z04
Email: madsorg@bigpond.com

James Anthony Mc Cann
5 Whitta Street
SEBASTOPOL VIC 3356
Ph (03)5336 1242 - D12 1s

Kevin Carter
5 The Strand
KEILOR EAST
Ph (03) 93229 - SIGS 1st

William John (Wally) Wellby
29 Falcon Crescent
CONDON QLD 4815
Ph (07) 4773 1358 - Al 1s
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Garth Douglas Lisle

4 Clara Street

KALIMNA VIC 3909

Ph (03) 5155 3900 - D/CHQ 1ST

FROM THE EDITORS DESK

As time rolls on my time in the job as your editorand executive of
ficer has become more rewarding as a result of thdirect interest
shown by you the members in the operation of the Asciation. |
am constantly contacted by members from all aroundhe country
just to say hi! Or to pass on information about anynumber of sub-
jects relative to the ‘Seventh’.

| am grateful to all those members who provide me ith material to
include in the Newsletter and it is becoming morewdent that a lot
of you, the members are interested in the type ofrtcles that ap-
pear in the news, | am also aware by means of speag to you that
some material does not get through to me hence & not published.

The most unfortunate side of the job is to publisithe names of
those mates who leave us for greener pastures nhecessary duty
and | would ask all members to inform me if knowlede come tg
hand of the passing of one of our members.

Dealing with membership currency, if you have a REDDOT ON
YOUR ADDRESS LABEL YOU ARE UN-FINANCIAL. Currently
about 75 members are un-financial which places a lbbden on those
members who are financial. If you are un-financialand do not
wish to receive further copies of the Seven Newsgalse let me know
to enable me to remove you from the mailing list ocomplete theg
membership renewal form and return it to me. _Alsomark down
Sunday 10 Nov for the Remembrance Day service did Garrison
Church at The Rocks, be there!

Tony Keech XO/ED
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VALE ALAN “TUBBY” GUNSON

“l had the privilege of serving with Alan “Tubby” Gnson, who passed away
25 July 2002. We joined up in Victoria about tharmse time and spent our fir:

decade stumbling around Ingleburn, Malaya during ¢hEmergency, Enoggera
and then back to Malaysia and Confrontation with Sport Company, 3 RAR.

When ‘Old Faithful’ split on return from Borneo, we along with the singlie
and SPU Club, went to Puckapunyal and helped raisdRAR assisted by tk

enthusiasm of the first National Service Intake#\s a result 7 RAR commencg

operations at Ap An Phu about 18 months later.

Alan was a big man with a bigger heart. Regardlegghe conditions or situa

DN
bt

vJ

tion he seldom complained and usually made lighttbé circumstances injec}
ing humour into the chaos. Whether a 20 mile foctenarch to Broken Bridg{S

with badly blistered feet or struggling over ropésiacles with bloodied han
Alan accepted every challenge and never sought ccepted any dispensati
on account of his size.

In Malaya, a Pioneer patrol came under fire, but egped unscathed. THh
patrol consisted of big men like “Ned” Larson, “Pga” Marchment etc with
Alan carrying the compact, “light weight” radio, wich signalers were incline
to disappear under when on the move! | asked Alaow the patrol could get
lucky. He said he couldn’t speak for the rest ban the first shot he dived, liK

a streak of light, into a crack between two bouldeihat was so tight dayligipt

couldn’t follow!

Alan had a great arm and could hurl a tin of contantal sausages (bett

known as DD’s) with aerial attached high into thengle canopy to ensure gog¢d

communications. His only failing was his reluctaecto inform the platoor
around him until the missile had been launched. iBhdelay tested the mettle
the troops as they sought urgent cover to avoid $lilger surprise plummetin
back to earth.

Alan was the epitome of all those quiet achieversonprovided the backbone
the Regiment and served the Nation without fanfdoet with loyalty and un/
flinching dedication to Duty First”. “Our deepessympathy goes to Margar
and family. Vale old mate”

Regards Barry Caligari.
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THE BEST FROM THE WEST
G’Day PIGS around Australia, welcome to more néam the West. As this
will be the last newsletter before the end of tharyMerry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to all PIGS and their families evdrgre.

REUNIONS/VISITS

Congratulation to the AATTV on their recent reuniarPerth, to commemorate
40 years since the “Team” was first put togethey back in August of 1962.
There were about 250 team members who gathereerih # mark the occasio
amongst those our very own Reg Bandy and Jim Husl{&ee attached photo)
Jim caught up with a few acquaintances at the Na@la RSL before heading h
caravan back home, including Don Cruden, Spunkligkaeise, Brian Griffiths,

Gordon Dickson, Jeff Wilkie, Steve Chamarette asckHenderson and his sof.

Kev Gillett was also in town recently for a fleggivisit and caught up with

Geoff Murray at Anzac House for a few quiet coldaesl a fair bit of reminiscing.

Kev was flying to Carnarvon the next morning to mge with his sister and
brother-in-law, who had sailed their boat up frothaky. Kev was to join them
for the return journey, how'd it go Kev?

Bob “Doc” Porter, RMO ¥ Tour was also in town recently for a conferenoe ;
he and his wife Robyn caught up with Steve and dJe&hamarette, lan and
Helen McNee and John and Kerry Burrows for dinmet lats of humorous sto-
ries. Noel and Pat Bell recently attended'd@dur A Company reunion, this is
their story:

“Last August we were invited to attend the 7RARopany reunion. Organised

by members of the 1 & 2 sections of 1 Platoon & war first meeting in 35 yea

—

S

S

and proved a very emotional time. Noble Park RQiviged the facilities, a sau
sage sizzle and comradeship of its’ members fogettogether. The celebrati

ns

began on Thursday August &nd the RSL chose that day to read out the nanjes

of those KIA in Vietnam in that corresponding weeld also the men that had

passed on since. A short background of their Ibafsre they were called up wgs
also read out. It was very moving and brought atteanany eyes. That afternopn

the men continued with a few more drinks and thieewere taken to the Dan
nong Ranges for lunch. A mini bus took us backay B Pauline Ogdan’s hous
where the ladies met up with us, for a barbecueth®nvay to the Ogdan’s we

decided to supplement our rations with a cartobeafr. As we came from many
different states we decided a neutral brand woaldgpropriate. Our selection

was called Elephant Beer. Its’ origins were unknpieeted excellent and had gn

alcohol volume of 7.2%. We understand the barbemrg very well.

e_
e,
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Various activities had been arranged during oy, staluding a visit to the Viet-
nam Vets Museum at San Remo, which is a must sea wikiting near Philip Is
land.

Friday night was a sit down dinner at Ray Ogdamwélcome new arrivals.
Once again our host provided a wonderful meal het hospitality was unsur-
passed. Saturday night was the official dinnercihvas held at the Glen Wave
ley RSL, another great venue. Drinks were reasen&obdd was excellent and
other members of the Section, who drove many kitoesefor the occasion,
joined us. Those who attended from Victoria werkAhderson Peter Christen-
sen Rob Arnott, Barry Hester, Ronald Ring, PetewigplLeigh Harland, Tony
Matthews and Ray Ogdan. From NSW came Roger Mcloiiahy (Ant) Ross,
Don Simpson. Harry Hoffner travelled from Queendlafony Carr from South
Australia, Bill Folder came up from Tasmania amddresented WA. Memories
differ after 35 years and a lot of water has floweder the bridge.

Many thanks to our hosts Karen and Rob Arnotttaed family for providing a
roof over our head and feeding us well. They, aleit Ray and Pauline Ogda
should be congratulated on their great organisatiavery memorable week.
We detoured on the way home to Adelaide, via thea@doad, to catch up witk

—

old friends. It took us two days on a commuter bsiag our Veterans passes with

Greyhound, stopping at all the scenic places, amlovernight stop at Port Fain
The tour encompassed the Twelve Apostles, the gx#thLondon Bridge and
whale watching. An enjoyable end to a memorablekweBloel & Patricia Bell.

AUGUST 18th

Well, it appears that we shot ourselves in the &gatin with Vietham Veterans
Day. In the last newsletter, we asked memberthBar opinions on whether we
should support the day as a battalion group, caimpkeh banner, or as individu
als, and also what venue, Kings Park or Rockinghdrall, we had exactly..NO
responses. Anyway, after a bit of a ring-arounhdjais decided to support the d
in Rockingham, with a fairly disappointing roll-ypee Allan West’s notes be-
low). Anyway, enough bitching, let's make surdafiowing years we support
the day as a battalion group like we always doreta& day. Next year of courg
we’ll be in Wagga Wagga for the National reunion.

7RAR PIGS SWILL
This is an early notice to the WA PIGS for the aadrRIGS SWILL. It will be on

Sunday the 8th of December 2002, at 25 Mermaid Wagthridge, thanks to the

generosity of Glen and Sue Moore.

.
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A notice will follow, giving more details, but malseire you put it in your diarie$.
Will the FLYING PIG swoop in for a coldie, or withe COMBAT PIG come out
of retirement? Be there to find out.
Notes from Allan West

KOREAN WAR END

~

Friday July 26 was the #%nniversary of the end of the Korean War. These
held a service at the Port Kennedy memorial arehaéirds they went to the Na
val Association Rockingham at Point Peron for lughthe Port Kennedy me-
morial a rock from Kapyong is situated near a ptagommemorating the fallen|
A great day was had by all and one of those imd#rce was Reg Bandy. All
WA PIGS should keep the 26uly 2003 in their notebooks so they can helpehes
vets celebrate the B@Gnniversary and make it a big event.

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY

Although it was one week early, the Totally & Paliti Disabled Veterans held 4
Vietnam Veterans Day service on thd' Bugust 2002 at the Port Kennedy me}
morial and 7RAR had a ring-around to try and gietvamembers down for the
day. Although the 7RAR attendance was disappa@nftor the small number
who did attend it was a great day. After the serné@veryone adjourned to the
T&PDV clubhouse for a sausage sizzle and a fewsbeEnose from 7RAR at-
tending included: Don Cruden, Graeme GutteriddeeyDunne, Allan West,
Peter Douglas, Gordon Dickson and Peter DaviesB&t***T aside, 7RAR
members are not getting any younger and we shailtbgether as much as we
can, as 7RAR is a great group of people.

VIETNAM VETERANS CELEBRATING YEAR OF THE OUTBACK

For West Aussies, the Wheatbelt Veterans Groupurc@&@Rock are celebrating
the Year of the Outback with a get-together oventieekend ? & 3" November
2002. There is to be a march and service duriaglfly and a band at night. Fpr
more information, ring:

Merv Gould (08) 9061 1143
Colin Turner (08) 9061 1197
Bill Stewart (08) 9061 1037
Paul Hutton (08) 9061 1853
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There is a caravan park for vans & tents, or thelldboe camping at the town
oval. Last year they dedicated a window in therchwvith vets in attendance

and this year they are hoping for a bigger turnsoitjnark it in your diaries, as if

should be huge.
(Thanks to Allan West for the notes)

NATIONAL REUNION

As you already know, the National Reunion of theARRAssociation will held be

at Wagga Wagga over the period Fri'#51g 2003 — Mon 18Aug 2003. Just a
gentle reminder to all WA PIGS, we have a repuratouphold, and that is “We

have the best reunion attendance, in terms of pg&xge of members, of any state

in Australia, regardless of where the reunion igl ieEnough said, save your
bikkies, BE THERE.

LOOKING FOR A DIGGER ( see also page 9)

| have had a request for information on an ex-7Ridgger; please contact me if

you can assist with any information (contact detbélow):

Private Terence Ronald Scott, service number 3864%our. Apparently Pte
Scott, who died in 1971, travelled over and bacWieanam aboard the Sydney.
His daughter, who never knew her father, is trjmgontact anyone who serve
with him, so any information at all would be grgadbpreciated.

FUNNY

Three New Zealanders and three Aussies are tnagddly train to a cricket matc
in England. At the station, the three Kiwis eacly buicket and watch as the th
Aussies buy just one ticket between them.

"How are the three of you going to travel on onhgdicket?" asks one of the K
wis. "Watch and learn," answers one of the Aussies.

>

ee

They all board the train. The Kiwis take their resfive seats but all three Aussjes

cram into a toilet and close the door behind th&nortly after the train has de-
parted, the conductor comes around collecting tsckde knocks on the toilet

door and says, "Ticket please." Under the doorkcaagingle ticket emerges. The

conductor takes it and moves on. The Kiwis seeahgagree it was quite a
clever idea. So after the game, they decide to dopyAussies on the return trip
and save some money (being clever with money, Hilaiod).
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When they get to the station, they buy a singketiéor the return trip. To their
astonishment, the Aussies don't buy a ticket Ht all

"How are you going to travel without a ticket?" sane perplexed Kiwi. "Watch
and learn," answers one of the Aussies. Whenlibayd the train the three Kiwjis
cram into a toilet and soon after the three Aussias into another nearby. The
train departs. Shortly afterwards, one of the Aes$eaves the toilet and walks
over to the toilet where the Kiwis are hiding. Hekks on the door and says
gruffly, "Ticket please."

NEWSLETTER

Remember, the newsletter is only as good as thiewcts) so please contact me
you have anything to report, no matter how triviatan be contacted on:

f

(08) 9448 3109 at home and
(08) 9323 4579 at work, or email
geoff.murray@ mainroads.wa.gov.au

Cheers
Geoff Murray

(Apologies for the quality but this is the besthalo with photo from paper)
Tony Keech XO/ED
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REUNION REPORT( this storey also on page 23)

—

At a small gathering of Vietham Vets at the WawelRSL early in the year,
was decided to have a section reunion . As the ypargressed more guys
showed interest. It was then expanded to the platd® Coy 1st Tour 7RAR.
Ray Ogden and Bob Arnott together with their respee wives Pauline anf
Karen met and chose to make a long weekend of i. Thursday 8th August,
those that had arrived attended the Noble Park RSlcommemorate those wipo
did not return from the Battle of Suoi Chau Pha. hE& ladies had a
enjoyable afternoon in the Dandenongs. All went otat Dinner that evening}.
Friday most went to the Vietnam Vets Museum at S&eamo and back to t

Ogdens for dinner. Saturday was a formal dinnertae Waverley RSL. Ray arjd
Pauline Ogden, Bob and Karen Arnott, Peter and Eiai Christenson, Bill an

Elva Anderson, Barry and Leonie Hester, Leigh andynette Harland

Ronald(Ringo) and Judy Ring , Peter Dowie ,Tony Nfagws and Kay fro

Victoria, Bill and Sue Folder from Tasmania, Laur{@loppy) and Lorrain

Hoppner from Queensland, Noel and Patricia Bell fro Western Australia),
Tony Carr from South Australia, Don Simpson, Rogé&icDonald and Ton
Ross from New South Wales attended . Feedback ssiggehat it was a great
success. Several apologies were received. Ray auvidsh to thank all thosgp
who supported this event. Most are looking forwarth meeting next
year in Wagga Wagga. (Karen Arnott)
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REDEDICATION CEREMONY 5/6 OCT 2002

Over the weekend 5/6 Oct members of the veteranmamty gath-
ered in Canberra to celebrate the 10th anniversarythe dedication
of the Australian Vietham Forces National Memorial.The Associat
tion was well represented at all activities overetiweekend. Friday
night a group of around 30 to 40 gathered at theatstsman Hotel|
Curtin for a get together. Saturday morning’s 6.8t Stand To Self-
vice at the War Memorial was attended by around@QQoeople aft
which breakfast was served in Reid Park, this whe park used du
Ing the activities in 1992.

When the major parade formation was assembled tlssdciation wa
represented by 125 members for the march past aededication
Prior to the march, our President David Kibbey lam wreath at th
Memorial on behalf of the Association, (photo inaled with other
later in article this). After the march members theered at the State
man Hotel, Curtin for a few convivial drinks, too amy present t
mention by name but all who attended had a greamndi and this auf
gers well for our reunion next year in Wagga Wagga.

Huey fly past during the Stand To Service Saturdaprning.
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Some of the crowd at the Stand To Service at the AW 5 Oct 2002

lan Mackay and David Kibbey with a 7RAR 106mm RCL & AWM
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David Kibbey laying the Association wreath at the Mmorial

Some of the crowd at the Vietham Memorial during Rdedication Ceremony
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Rory Starchan, son of Madeline Strachan (Mick Ayres sister) proudly
marched with his uncle’s Flag (PTE Mick Ayres 7 PIC Coy 1st tour) and led
7RAR Association in the Rededication Parade of th8lational Vietham War
Memorial at Canberra, Saturday 5 Oct 2002. This wa not the first time that
he had marched with his Uncle’s Flag, as he had derso in the Parade at th
official dedication of the Memorial in Canberra 10years earlier, Sat 3 Oc
1992. (Photos Alan Strachan)

(D
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NEWS FROM CENTRAL QUEENSLAND

Richard and Jeannette Hylard are on the road againwe have joined the
“Grey Nomads” leaving Rockhampton on April 10 we tiaveled south to Bris:
bane, then down the New England highway to Tamworth We then traveled
to Mudgee and on to Bathurst & Blayney where we wer able to leave ouf
van with friends Warren & Gloria Flint (ex 3 RAR). Went into Katoomba
for the day, lunch with Pat Brooke, Blue & Gwen Jag&son, Jack & Sue Lake
(more ex 3 RAR) (rained all day, only rain on therip to date). The 23rd we
traveled to Casula to meet up with Fred & Margie Snith, Dave & Maureen
Evans, Terry Crowson, Reg O'Riley, Spike & Margaret Ricketts, attended
the ANZAC Day Dawn service and march in Sydney. Té march seemed tp
be disorganized and not well attended by ex members

We were invited to attend after march celebrationsvith 4 RAR at Holswor-
thy but decided to have our own reunion back at thenotel in Casula and g4
few drinks and stories were well received. The néxay we headed back tg
Blayney to spend a few days with our friends, traleng to Cowra to the war
cemetery and gardens. Then it was on the road ageheading west to Parke
(the dish), Dubbo (the zoo), Cobar, Broken Hill, Pd Agusta, turning north

to Coober Peddy then onto NT. Out to Uluru (the rak), Kings Canyon, Alice
Springs, Tennant Creek, turning east we headed to bunt Isa via Barkley.

A

UJ

We travelled north to Normanton & Karumba (no fish), across the Guli
Development road to Mt Surprise (visited the Lava Tibes) and onto thg
Atherton Tablelands, visited the WWII Memorial Park at Tolga (well worth
the look). Plaque to 2/7th Bn (see photos) amongher plaques to all units
that trained on the tablelands prior to going to N& Guinea. It was on the
road again off the tablelands down the coast throdg Mossman to Wongq
Beach, leaving the van at the park we travelled vighe inland road to Cook|
Town, Queen’s Birthday weekend to see the re-enacant of Cook’s landing,
also spent some time with John (Legs) Hyland it wagood to see him again.

Leaving Cook Town we traveled down the Bloomfield flack back to Wongaj
Beach caravan park, then it was off again to Cairn$or a short stay and ontg
where we enjoyed the company and hospitality of Co% Jenny Titmarsh,
managed to have a few games of golf and a few drimkvith Jock Isaac, Snow
Adderman, Bob Hite and Reg Parker.
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We then headed south to Ayr and stopped for a cupp@ob & Chris Goodger
pulled up when they saw the Pig on the spare wheabver, they are also planf
ning to hit the road, we agreed to meet at the WaggWagga reunion. We ar¢
heading to Clair View (just south of Sarina) to seeleannette’s daughte
Sarah-Jane who is on a property there and is expeng our first grandchild,
which also fits in with attending a reunion in Roclkampton for the Korea/
Malaya/Borneo vets. We are planning on being in P for next ANZAC
Day and look forward to meeting up with the rest fom the west. | have Hi
Lited the Pig list by State to make it easier to fid members as we travel, sp
expect a call. Well that’s it for now until next ime enjoy life.

14

Richard & Jeannette Hylard
PO Box 5831 CQMC
NTH ROCKHAMPTON QLD 4702
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SUOI CHAU PHA LUNCH SUN 4 AUG 2002

Some 45 members of the Association gathered at tl$aigon Restaurant a
Pearce, Canberra to commemorate the battle of Su@hau Pha. PS. Bill
Fogarty retires from the War Memorial at the end of October, good luck Bill.
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7"BATTALION THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT INC (QLD)
Incorporated in Queensland — No 1A — 13547
Application for Membership and/or Renewal of Current Membership

SURNAME.........coiiviiiii e, GIVEN NAMES.........ccoii i,
ST/etC..o o TOWwN/SUb.....ooi .
State......... Post Code......... Phone (H)( )............... WO).oooeoieeieeenn,
Email.........oovvviiinnn, (@) We/Partner....................
Membership Number......... Army Number................. Unit....................
Coyletc............. Platoon/etc............. Location............ Dates.................

Do you object to any of the above information beingublished in the Asso-
ciation membership list which is distributed to other members.

Yes/No Signature
RENEWAL COST $15 PER YEAR OR $50 FOR FIVE YEARS

Enclosed cheque/money order for $.......... beingrf........ years membership
Renewal.

RETURN COMPLETED FOR TO: - 7TRAR ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 8143
WERRINGTON COUNTY
NSW 2747

Office Use Only

Date received...............................M/hip Card Issued

Records Adjusted..........c.ccoiiiiiiiiiiiii Signature
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